COSU 0300: College Success
Collins College

Department of General Education

Monday / Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
Professor: Dr. Brian N. Hewlett
Office: N/A
Office Hours: by appointment only
Phone: 
E-Mail: bhewlett@collinscollege.edu 



COURSE DESCRIPTION 

We live in an age in which the various forms of mass media-television, movies, internet, radio, podcasts, video games, music, as well as the traditional print media comprising newspapers, magazines, and books-are a pervasive aspect of our lives. The social messages transmitted through the mass media about our culture, our bodies, our traditions, our beliefs-our very way of life-can be a reflection and reification of our values and a force for change. In this course, we will critically analyze the role of the mass media in contemporary American culture with particular emphasis on the electronic media. Classes will be primarily discussion-oriented as we look at media both new and old and examine questions regarding their social and psychological significance, their  organization, their ethics and regulation, the social and political roles they play, the growth of new media technologies, and controversies surrounding media content. 



REQUIRED TEXT 

Vivian, John. The Media of Mass Communication, 8th ed. Boston, MA: Pearson Education Allyn & Bacon, 2008. 



COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Readings: 

All required reading should be done prior to the session in which the reading will be discussed as these readings will form the foundation of our in-class discussions in conjunction with points of interest introduced by students.  Not reading prior to class will be visible in your contribution to the discussion and in the final note summary. 

Attendance/Participation: 

Attendance is mandatory.  Although missing a session will not cause you to fail, it will have an effect on your participation grade.   In this course attendance is not the only aspect of participation.  The course is designed to foster discussions and for students to facilitate activities across 10 weeks and 20 class periods.  Each class period is allotted a particular number of points for attendance and a particular number for participation.  Students who do not attend will gain neither attendance or participation points for the sessions they miss.  Students who attend but do not participate not gain the participation points for that session although they gain the attendance points.  You will lose two points off your final average for each additional absence.
Assignments and Grading:
Exams 

There are no written exams in this class.  However, to determine the level of information that you have learned a one-on-one oral exit examination on one of the final two days of class will be administered to test the depth of knowledge of the material learned, the breadth of knowledge of the material learned, and the ability to apply the material.

At the half way point of class, a list of questions will be distributed, students will have the remainder of the course to fashion answers that will be used in a 30 minute final discussion with the instructor.
Town Hall Meetings: Panel Discussions and Evidence Paper
Students are required to participate in one panel discussion.  Panel discussions participation involves the researching and presentation of a position on the topic prescribed to the panel by the instructor.

Students will be given a topic and asked to take a position on the topic.  In association with the chosen position, students will locate an article in a professional academic journal that offers evidence to support his or her position.  Students must review the article using the framework that follows, write up the review and distribute on the day of their presentation.

In the presentation, students must discuss the topic, the position they are taking in reference to it, their reasons for taking this position, the contents of the article and how the contents support the position they are taking.

The review of the article should address the following:

Topic – Each paper is focused on some general issue.  The paper should outline the general issue the author is tackling and define the terms that are associated with that issue.

Question – Within the issue being tackled by the author, there is a particular research question that guides the authors writing that is associated with a particular relationship between social variables.  The paper should outline the question and clearly delineate the variables of the author’s concern and the relationship that the author is questioning.

Rationale – The author has selected a subset of relations in the topic for their question for some reason.  The paper should state why the author is addressing their particular question versus the multitude of others.  In other words the paper should state why the author feels this particular question is of importance.

Claim – Based on the relations of variables that the author is addressing, they are making claims of some sort about the relations.  The paper should clearly delineate these claims and what the evidence must show in order for the author to be correct about these claims.

Evidence – Any good author uses some sort of data to support claims they themselves are making or to refute the claims of others.  The paper should discuss this evidence and what it says about these claims.

Warrant – Although authors present evidence, sometimes it directly supports claims being made and other times it is indirect support or one has to make some type of cognitive leap to see the evidence as supportive or substantiating.  Sometimes the evidence does not truly support the claim being made.   The paper should address, which one of these situations is the case.  If the evidence does not support or is indirectly supported, the paper should discuss how the evidence could have better supported the claim.

Commentary – Finally, after this technical review of the article, the student should offer some of their own commentary based on what they have learned in class prior to the assignment deadline.

Each paper should be approximately 4-5 pages in length and adhere to all APA Style requirements.  
Comprehensive Notes Summary 

Students are required to take notes on lectures in conjunction with the readings.  Notes should be organized as a narrative by class period and should synthesize the points, concepts, and theories from the book and from the lectures, note the differences, and offer summations in the words of the student.
The summaries will be handed in after the first 3rd of the course, second 3rd of the course and during the final oral examination.

The notes must be typed and submitted in a form that reflects APA format.
Grade Breakdown: 

90-100 points = A
88-89 points = B+ 
80-87 points = B 
78-79 points = C+ 
70-77 points = C
68-69 points = D+
60-67 points = D
0-59 points = F 
Point Breakdown: 

Attendance/Participation = 0-20 points
Oral Exam = 20 points 
Town Hall Presentation = 0-15 points 
Town Hall Paper = 0-15 points 
Comprehensive Note Summary = 0-30 points


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

In this class, there is an absolute zero tolerance policy on cheating in any form, including plagiarism. It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with the university's policies and what constitutes plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty for Collins College. If you are caught cheating in any way, at the minimum you will receive a zero for that assignment, although the penalty may be more severe, depending on the circumstances. All instances of cheating will be reported to the Collins College Dean of Students. 



STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

If you have any special learning needs, please see me during the first week of class so we can be sure you get the proper accommodations. 


UNCOMFORTABLE SITUATIONS
This course will be dealing with issues that might make some students uncomfortable. The text and discussions involve some explicit sexual language and explore important themes that are likely to include prostitution, homosexuality, rape, pornography, violence and drugs.  Some of the ideas presented in this course may challenge your own ideas/beliefs.  There is great value in making these matters the topic of honest and open public debate.  However, it is important to understand that open public debate requires respect for the instructor and fellow students and as the course facilitator, it is my duty to insure that this respect is realized.  Additionally, although, at times, one may feel discomfort, it is expected that all students will read all assigned materials and engage in all class discussions in an academic manner.  



LATE WORK

Due to the short duration of the course, late assignments will not be accepted. 

OTHER POLICIES

The instructor has determined that both cell phones and laptop computers are distracting to both the teaching and the learning process.  Please silence and refrain from using cell phones during class period and utilize laptops only for making in class presentations.


COURSE SCHEDULE 

	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	July 21
	Introductions
	

	July 28
	Making Transitions, Standards & Achievement
	Introduction

	Aug 4
	First Steps & Notes
	Chapters 1 & 5

	Aug 11
	Planning & Communicating
	Chapters 2 & 8

	Aug 18
	Memory & Reading
	Chapters 3 & 4

	Aug 25
	Holiday
	

	Sept 1
	Holiday
	

	Sept 8
	Critical Thinking & Research
	Chapter 7

	Sept 15
	Exams & Technology
	Chapters 6 & 10

	Sept 22
	Diversity 
	Chapter 9

	Sept 29
	Health & What’s Next?
	Chapters 11 & 12


