Sociology 341: Juvenile Delinquency

M – F,  
Instructor:  Brian N. Hewlett
9:00 - 11:00 AM
Office Hours: T & R 11:15 AM -12:15 PM
Modern Languages 210 
Social Sciences 436B/Main Library B509     


Phone: 621-5765

bhewlett@email.arizona.edu
INTRO

Juvenile Delinquency is a subfield of Criminology, a sociological field which focuses on criminal activity engaged in by individuals under a particular age or juveniles.  Much crime in the U.S. is perpetrated by juveniles, much of which is the focus of this course.  What is interesting about this subfield is that by adopting the term “delinquency,” the society implies that the acts are less serious, or less important, than “criminal” acts, although they are often not.  It is also assumed that minors are less responsible for their behavior than adults and that there is more opportunity for successful intervention than there is with older criminals.  For these reasons, there exist separate institutions to control juvenile behavior, devoted to different goals, operating with different assumptions, and vested with different powers than adult criminal courts.  This course focuses on describing and explaining both “delinquency” and the social response to it within a social psychological framework.  

Required Text & Supplementary Materials:  Siegel, J. Larry, Brandon C. Welsh, & Joseph J. Senna.  2006.   Juvenile Delinquency: Theory, Practice and Law (9th Ed.).  Thomson Wadsworth.   This book will be available in the bookstore and comes with a one-month trial subscription to the InfoTrac Online Library and an interactive CD, which we will be using in this course.  There are no other required readings to be purchased.  In addition to the required text, other supplementary materials such as news items, websites and other information that are designed to help illustrate the topics of discussion will be posted on the course POLIS site, which can be found at the following URL:

https://www.polis.arizona.edu/courseHomesite.do?semester=summer206&course=SOC_341-001
NOTE: This site can be accessed by using the first three letters of each of the text book author’s last names as a password.  Please remember this, since this line will be removed from the online syllabus in a couple of days.

I will alert you to such postings in class and inform you whether they are optional or required for particular discussions.  Questions about POLIS use will be happily addressed in the first few classes but all students are expected to familiarize themselves with the online program thoroughly.  

Comments and Policies 

Uncomfortable situations:

This course, we will be dealing with issues that might make some students uncomfortable. The text and discussions involve some explicit sexual language and explore important themes that are likely to include prostitution, homosexuality, rape, pornography, violence and drugs.  Some of the ideas presented in this course may challenge your own ideas/beliefs.  There is great value in making these matters the topic of honest and open public debate.  However, it is important to understand that open public debate requires respect for the instructor and fellow students and as the course facilitator, it is my duty to insure that this respect is realized.  Additionally, although, at times, one may feel discomfort, it is expected that all students will read all assigned materials and engage in all class discussions in an academic manner.  

Disabilities:

Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with the Disability Resource Center early in the term in order to arrange any accommodations that are necessary.  It is the students’ responsibility to take this step and to then discuss these accommodations with me in sufficient time as to allow the instructor to prepare for them.

Late work:

Due to the short duration of the course, late assignments will not be accepted more than three calendar days after the due date and no later than the last day of regular class.  A late assignment, however, will lose 20% of its total for each day it is overdue.  Therefore, an assignment turned in 3 days late will suffer a 60% deduction to its final grade.  In cases of personal illness or legitimate family, a signed doctor’s excuse, a funeral notification, or copy of a plane ticket will be necessary before this policy will be reconsidered in any way.  Valid excuses will only be accepted for the original due date and not for additional days.
GRADING

Exams: 

There are no exams in this class.

Assignments:  

However, all students are required to show that they have learned and can apply the material.  In lieu of exams there are 4 assignments.  All written assignments given in this class, unless otherwise specified, will be double spaced (in 12 point type, with 1” margins), and will include a complete (single-spaced) 4–line heading in the top margin, including name, class, assignment, due date.

For the first assignment, students are expected to utilize the Interactive CD that accompanies the text.  There are 17 video excerpts that have been pulled from the “CNN Archives” that address different topics in delinquency that correspond with the chapters of the text.  Students must view all of the videos and answer the questions associated with them.  The answers must be emailed to the instructor no later than the Monday after the first week of class.
For the second assignment, students are required to author a “Point Paper.”  This involves selecting one of the articles suggested by the text to read from the InfoTrac subscription that comes with the textbook.  Students should read this article thoroughly and in the first half of the paper, or the point section, present the following information:

Topic – Each paper is focused on some general issue.  The paper should outline the general issue the author is tackling and define the terms that are associated with that issue.

Question – Within the issue being tackled by the author, there is a particular research question that guides the authors writing that is associated with a particular relationship between social variables.  The paper should outline the question and clearly delineate the variables of the author’s concern and the relationship that the author is questioning.

Rationale – The author has selected a subset of relations in the topic for their question for some reason.  The paper should state why the author is addressing their particular question versus the multitude of others.  In other words the paper should state why the author feels this particular question is of importance.

Claim – Based on the relations of variables that the author is addressing, they are making claims of some sort about the relations.  The paper should clearly delineate these claims and what the evidence must show in order for the author to be correct about these claims.
Evidence – Any good author uses some sort of data to support claims they themselves are making or to refute the claims of others.  The paper should discuss this evidence and what it says about these claims.
Warrant – Although authors present evidence, sometimes it directly supports claims being made and other times it is indirect support or one has to make some type of cognitive leap to see the evidence as supportive or substantiating.  Sometimes the evidence does not truly support the claim being made.   The paper should address, which one of these situations is the case.  If the evidence does not support or is indirectly supported, the paper should discuss how the evidence could have better supported the claim.
Commentary – Finally, after this technical review of the article, the student should offer some of their own commentary based on what they have learned in class prior to the assignment deadline.
After reading the article and writing a review of it, students are required to find an article that offers a counter argument and author a “Counter Point Paper” for the third assignment.  This paper should offer the same information about the second article as the Point Paper but more attention should be given to comparing the claims and evidence found in this article with that found in the previous article.   
Each paper should be approximately 4-5 pages.  Each paper is worth 100 points.  The Point Paper will be due on the Monday after the first week of class and the Counter Point Paper is due on the Monday after the second week of class.
Reading/Writing assignments such as these are intended to be two things.  They are first a summary of your independent reading and learning about a particular topic, which will help to inform the class on that topic when we have discussions.  Part of the task in completing a work such as this is to conduct independent research and to interject that research into the subject.  Students are expected to use the most reliable information available to formulate and support their position.  More information about these papers will be discussed in class.

The fourth assignment is due on the last day of class and is a cumulative work.  This assignment is to insure that students have come to class and gained a sufficient understanding of the lectures through note taking.  Each student must submit an “Expanded Class Outline” of the course that they will develop from their class notes.  The expanded outline should discuss the lay out the concepts, theories and illustrations that were discussed in the class sessions.  Although material from the book is related, this assignment is not simply asking the students to reproduce summaries that are offered at the end of each chapter.  The task here is to present a coherent manuscript, or diary of sorts, that expounds upon the concepts and theories that were discussed in class using the students own words while being supported by information from the text, other supplementary materials and illustrations offered by the instructor and/or fellow classmates.   

Town Hall Meetings: Panel Discussions

In addition to the weekly assignments associated with InfoTrac, students are also required to participate in one panel discussion.  Panel discussions will be held at the end of each week and will focus on the material that was discussed that week.  Students will take on the persona of a particular character and questions will be directed to them by fellow students and the instructor that is associated with the taught material. 

Class Attendance:

Because this course is offered in the summer and there is a less sizeable amount of hours associated with it, student attendance holds considerably more weight.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning and the end of class to insure that students are attending the entire session.  The total amount of hours required for this summer course is 40.25.  In order to pass the course, students must observe no less than 90% of these hours.  With one session equaling 1.75 hours, students can miss no more than 2.3 sessions.  This allows for two missed days and one chance to be late or leave early.  Because, it is understood that unexpected issues arise that sometimes result in absence or lateness, these days are provided with no questions asked.  However, it is important to realize the impact of attendance on the total 150 points that is associated with attendance.  Students who meet the 40.25 hour requirement will receive the total amount of points.  Each missed day will result in a loss of 50 points.  Any student with less than 50 attendance points at the end of the course will be in jeopardy due to their failure to observe the required course hours.
Respectful Participation:

As previously discussed, regular attendance from all students is expected.  However, attendance does not guarantee participation.  Students are also expected to participate in classroom discussions.  This course uses the Socratic Method and relies on the input from students to guide these discussions.

On occasion, students’ names will be called from the list with the expectation that they will comment on the discussions.  However, most of the points for participation will be based on the ability of the student to intelligently express ideas, support them with clear evidence and politely argue the merits of the ideas of others.  Class discussions will be a forum in which to do just that.  Taking advantage of the opportunity to join in the give-and-take of ideas in regular class discussion will be awarded with participation points.  Students will be eligible for 150 total points based on this discussion participation.
Of course, all class discussion and conduct must proceed in a manner that is respectful to all.  Respect requires all to arrive on time, to be prepared to discuss the readings for that day, and to keep distractions to a minimum.  This means all electronic devices (i.e., iPods, Cell Phones, Pagers, etc.) should be put in a position as not to interrupt the class all chit-chatting should take place outside of the classroom.  

Discussion itself can be challenging as well.  People often have strong opinions about the topics discussed in a delinquency course.  Some people are well informed and some are not, but all are entitled to the respect of their classmates in a discussion.  It is essential that we do not demean or devalue our fellow class members, and that we NEVER engage in personal comments or attacks.  We must not be a “tyranny of the majority”, nor may we cavalierly make offensive remarks.  A little sensitivity and a little respect will go a long way.

Grading Scale

Students’ final grades will be based on the total number of points earned over the semester according to the following scale.  Generally, then, for any assignment or exam, amassing 60% of the total points will earn you a D, 70% will earn you a C, 80% a B and 90% an A:

Grade Summary

Assignments (4):
400
Panel Discussion:
300 
      

Attendance:
150
Class Participation:
150


1000



Grade Scale

900 – 1000  
A

800 – 899    
B

700 – 799   
C

600 – 699   
D

000 – 599   
F

SCHEDULE

Delinquency: 

What is it? 
How is it explained?
What influences and interacts with it? 

How does society respond to it?

Conceptualizations

MO
July 10
INTRODUCTION 




 Surviving the Course




 Evaluating Claims




 Video Clips: KIDS

TU
July 11
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY  




  Ch. 1 – The Concept of Delinquency

WE
July 12

THE FACTS 




  Ch. 2 – The Nature and Extent of Delinquency
*******************************************************

TH
July 13
ESSENTIALIST EXPLANATIONS

 

  Ch. 3 – Individual Views of Delinquency

FR
July 14
STRUCTURAL EXPLANATIONS



  Ch. 4 – Sociological Views of Delinquency           

MO
July 17
DYNAMIC EXPLANATIONS



  Ch. 5 – Developmental Views of Delinquency
TU
July 18
*** TOWN HALL MEETING ***
*******************************************************

WE
July 19
GENDER 




  Ch. 6 – Gender and Delinquency
TH
July 20
FAMILY 




  Ch. 7 – The Family and Delinquency 

FR
July 21
GANGS



  Ch. 8 – Peers and Delinquency: Juvenile Gangs and Groups          

MO
July 24
SCHOOLS 




  Ch. 9 – Schools and Delinquency
TU
July 25
DRUGS 




  Ch. 10 – Drug Use and Delinquency
WE
July 26
*** TOWN HALL MEETING ***
*******************************************************

TH
July 27 
PREVENTION


Ch. 11 – Delinquency Prevention: Social and Developmental Perspectives
FR
July 28
JUSTICE



  Ch. 12 – Juvenile Justice: Then & Now

MO 
July 31
POLICE  




  Ch. 13 – Police Work with Juveniles
TU
August 1
COURTS  




  Ch. 14 – Juvenile Court Process: Pretrial, Trial, and Sentencing 
WE
August 2 
CORRECTIONS  



  
  Ch. 15 – Juvenile Corrections: Probation, Community
TH
August 3 
*** TOWN HALL MEETING ***
********************************************************

FR
August 4  
FUTURE  



  Ch. 17 – The Future of Delinquency and Juvenile Justice          

MO 
August 7
Guest Speaker


TU
August 8
Guest Speaker

WE
August 9
Guest Speaker
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